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The Protected Farms of 2018

Dear Friends,

It’s not unusual for people to ask me why I spend so much time working to protect Connecticut’s farmland. The 
answers are varied. I’m lucky enough to live in an agricultural community, and I love the way the earth wakes up 
in spring, the sounds of farmers readying the land for another year. I like the views provided by working lands.  
I enjoy walking miles of roads and trails flanked by active farmland. And as a taxpayer, I appreciate the $4 billion 
contribution agriculture makes to Connecticut’s economy and knowing that farmland subsidizes residential areas 
by paying more in taxes than it costs in services. But mostly,  
I dedicate so much time because I know that once our  
working lands are gone, they are gone forever.

That’s why I’m pleased to say that 2018 was another  
exciting year for Connecticut Farmland Trust. Because  
of you, we protected 260 acres and made 2018 the third  
consecutive year in which we protected five family farms.  
And 2019 promises to be another great year. We are  
well on our way to setting another record for conserving land,  
and we will celebrate protecting 50 farms in June.  

We have a number of events planned throughout the  
year, and I hope you will join us in discovering the rich  
variety of Connecticut agriculture. Please be sure to  
seek out staff and board members to say hello.

Individual donations are critical to the success of  
our mission. Because of your financial generosity,  
CFT continues to develop new partnerships and steward preserved farms. With your help, together we can 
continue CFT’s mission of preserving working lands for future generations. Because once our working lands are 
gone, they are gone forever.

Thank you for your support.

Best,

Dawn C. Adiletta 
President, Board of Directors

CFT Protected Farms

Farms Protected in 2018H
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CFT Statement of Activities
For the year ended December 31, 2018

CFT Statement of Financial Position
As of December 31, 2018

ASSETS 		  2018	 2017
Current Assets
Cash and Cash Equivalents:
Unrestricted................................................................................................................... 	 $599,245	 $623,391
Acquisition..................................................................................................................... 	 850,685	 752,625
Stewardship................................................................................................................... 	 305,982	 282,294
Endowment.................................................................................................................... 	 27,158	 26,761
	 Total Cash and Cash Equivalents........................................................................ 	  1,783,070 	  1,685,071

Other Current Assets..................................................................................................... 	  22,525 	  3,996
	 Total Current Assets............................................................................................. 	  1,805,595 	  1,689,067

Noncurrent Assets
Equipment net of Depreciation...................................................................................... 	  643 	  4,206
	 Total Noncurrent Assets....................................................................................... 	  643 	  4,206

Total Assets................................................................................................................. 	  $1,806,238 	  $1,693,273 

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses...................................................................  	  $       8,885 	  $     4,187  
	 Total Current Liabilities......................................................................................... 	  8,885 	  4,187  

Net Assets
Unrestricted:
	 For Current Operations............................................................................................ 	  661,748 	  68,667  
	 Board Designated for Acquisition........................................................................... 	 24,000 	 24,000 
Temporarily Restricted.................................................................................................. 	  1,086,447 	 969,658  
Permanently Restricted................................................................................................. 	  27,158 	 26,761  
	 Total Net Assets..................................................................................................... 	  1,799,353 	 1,689,086  

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS..................................................................... 	   $1,806,238 	  $1,693,273

				    Temporarily	 Permanently 
			   Unrestricted 	 Restricted	 Restricted	 Total

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
	 Contributions..............................................................  	  $338,600 	  $175,589 	 $  — 	  $514,189  
	 Special Events (net)................................................... 	  3,836 	  —	 —	 3,836
	 State Contracts........................................................... 	  33,273 	 — 	 — 	 33,273
	 Interest........................................................................ 	 1,985 	 4,656	 397	 7,038 
	 Other Income..............................................................  	 839   	  —	  —   	  839
	 Net assets released from restrictions......................... 	 63,456 	  (63,456)	  —	 —
Total Revenue.................................................................  	  441,989 	  116,789	  397 	  559,175 

EXPENDITURES
	 Program Services....................................................... 	  234,150 	 —	 —	  234,150  
	 Fundraising and Development...................................  	  158,188 	 —	 —	  158,188  
	 Management and General.........................................  	  56,570 	 —	 —	  56,570 
Total Expenditures.........................................................  	  448,908 	  —  	 —  	  448,908  

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS..............................................  	  $(6,919) 	 $116,789	 $397 	  $110,267 
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Who Helped Protect Family Farms in 2018
A Gracious Thank You to CFT’s Supporters

Foundations & 
Granting Agencies
Anonymous
Anonymous (2)
Anonymous (3)
Berkshire Taconic Community  
  Foundation
Connecticut Community  
  Foundation
DFA Cares Foundation
Echo Lake Foundation
Farm Aid
Findlay Family Foundation
Funny Money Fund
Hunter Grubb Foundation
J.E.D. Foundation Inc.
MFUNd
Silver Mountain Foundation  
  for the Arts
The Alexander Host Foundation
The Community Foundation  
  for Greater New Haven
The Curran Foundation
The Geoffrey C. Hughes  
  Foundation, Inc
The Hermann Family  
  Charitable Foundation
The Northwest Connecticut  
  Community Foundation, Inc.
The Stewart and Constance  
  Greenfield Foundation
The Thompson Family  
  Foundation
The Vanderbilt Family  
  Foundation

Individuals
Barbara and Jim Abraham
Mary Ackerly
Dawn C. Adiletta
Mark and Debra Adiletta
Tina and Paul Allaire
Heather Allen
Rich and Sandy Allen
John Anderson
Nancy Anderson
Carole and Francis Angelino
Anonymous
Anonymous (2)
Anonymous (3)
Anonymous (4)
Anonymous (5)
Anonymous (6)
Anonymous (7)
Anonymous (8)
Anonymous (9)
Audrey and John G. Antonich
Daniel and Mary Atwood
Sherill Baldwin and Kimball  
  Cartwright

Anita Ballek
George Ann Bardenheier
Nicholas and Kathy Barone
Susy Barrett
Lisa Bassani
Bruce S. Beck
Pierre and Sandra Belisle
Paul Berg
Samuel and Lois Stapleton  
  Bergami
Jennifer Bergin
Jonathan and Amy Bernon
Martha Bernstein
Richard Berry and Lucy A.  
  Commoner
Rob and Barbara Bettigole
Barbara Bishop
Thomas and Lynn Blagden
Parker Boal and Dr. Charles  
  S. Mirabile, Jr.
John and Michele Boccalatte
Susan and John Boland
Wayne and Kim Boyington
Hadi and Cheryl  
  Bozorgmanesh
Bernadette and Tim Brady
Jeffry J. Brigman
Sandy Brodeur
Barbara Brown
Scott and Susan Brown
Susan Bruzik
Nancy Bull
Cynthia Burger
Bonnie Burr
Carol and Murray Buttner
Kimberly Button
Edwin Cady
Gail Cameron
Jay Cantor
Chris Casiello
Gerald Casiello
Anthony R. Calabrese
Domenick Calabrese
John N. Calabrese
James Cavallo
Liz and Joe Charron
Julie North and Paul  
  Chelminski
Thomas and Lynn Cherry
Robin and Kathy Chesmer
Mary and Craig Cheyne
Frank Chiaramonte
Bill and Corinna Clendenen
Chris and Annette Clow
Jerry Clupper and Shirley  
  Dion
Cris Coffin
Richard and Ann Cohen
Rebecca Cooke
Margaret Cooley

Peter B. Cooper
Tom Crider
Margaret Crone
Doug Cullen and Eva Pao
Ruth Cutler
Joan and Glen R. Dash
Barbara David
Sarah Davidson
Nicole Delong
Jean and David Demchak
Penelope Deotte
Susan DeSilver
Renee Desimone
Honoria and Dudley Diebold
Charles Dimmick
Elizabeth Dobos
Rick Doran
David and Deborah Dressler
David Drumm
Jeffrey Drzazgowski
Brianna Dunlap
Wanda and Alex Dupuy
Alyssa Duquette
Kristin Eddy
Raphael Elkind and Melissa  
  Newman
Pamela Elkow
Anthony and Elizabeth Enders
Lucy Grimes Evans
Margery Feldberg
Betty Fernandez
Leslie Findlen
Kara Fishman
Thomas and Kristin Floyd
Joy Floyd
Jim and Lauren Foote
Kristine Ford
Dr. Michael Fotos and Claudia  
  F. Lindsey
Linda P. and Jacque G.  
  Francois
John and Susan Franzis
D. Kent Freeman
Jim Gage
Fritz and Mary Lou Gahagan
Shirley Galka
Linda Allard Gallen
Rosemary Ganser
Trudi Ganz
Robert Garavel
Susan Gavitt
Chelsea Gazillo
Paul M. Geraghty, Esq.
Toddie and Chris Getman
Gordon Gibson
James Gillespie
Linda Glick and Alan Mark  
  Kudler
Barbara Golden
Sherwin Goldman

Leslie and George Grant
William and Jean Graustein
Jeffrey and Kim Greenberg
Beverly Gregory
Stephen Gudernatch
Kevin Guernier
Lisa and Ken Hageman
Marcia and Robert Hall
Jim and Julia Hallene
Jack and Kathy Haller
Nusie Halpine
Jean Hamer
Philip and Pamela Handfield
Scott and Ellen Jarus Hanley
Charlotte Hansen and Gary P.  
  Fisher
Rebecca Harvey
Harvey and Myrtle M. Hayden
Laurie Heiss and Cornelius J.  
  Grealy
Charles and Anne Hepner
David and Tracy Hill
Samuel and Marcia Hinckley
Mary-Michelle Hirschoff
G. Warfield Hobbs
Aimee Hoben, Esq. and   
  Michael Ryan
Jane Hoben
Irving Hopkins
Bill Horne
Carol Hornish
Donna Hoskins and Hank  
  Barlow
Linda Houser
Helen Humeston
Anne Iezzi
Roberta Isleib
Michael and Cindy Italiaander
Christine Jacob
Holly Jarrell
Sally and Dick Jaynes
Don and Sue Joffray
Eliot and Stephanie Johnson
Mike and Ann Johnson
Richard and Carol Kalikow
Diane and Michael Karabin
Donald and Susan Katz
Robert and Jane Keiter
Suzanne Kelley
Ed and Mary Kirby
Lyle and Ellen Kloke
Doris Knight
Kipen Kolesinskas and Lesley  
  Schurman
Kathleen Krajcik
John Kriz and Angela  
  Jameson
Debra Kulak
Alan and Alicia Lamb
Mary and Richard Lanier

Continued on Page 4



4

CFT’s Supporters continued

Jed and Janet Larson
Marta Jo Lawrence and  
  David R. Robotham
Raymond Learsy
David Leff
Judy Letoile
Molly LeVan
Ronald and Emily Jane Levitt
Ralph and Leslie Lewis
Everett and Rita Lister
Scott Livingston
Michael Lloyd
Nicole Loiz
Penny Lowenstein
Jon Lukomnik
James and Margot Mabie
William and Diane MacLaren
Nancy Macy and Dr. Robert L.  
  Painter
Lance and Pauline Magnuson
Andrea Malon
Fred R. and Regina Malsbary
Ecton and Betsy Manning
Richard and Sandy J. Marone
Bob and Priscilla Marshall
Cody Mauldlin
James McCandless
Madeline McClave
Jo Anne McClurg
Maryann McEnroe
James and Ruth Dianne  
  McHutchison
Douglas McKain and Ruth  
  Penfield
Marybeth McNamee
Fillmore and Joan McPherson
Lee and Michele Mergy
Jim and Pam Hartz Miller
Laura Lee Miller
Maxine Mindel
Paula Modeen
Joanne Monaco
Tony and Shirley Mongillo
Deborah and David Moore
Leslie and Nick Moore
Pat and Rusty Murawski
Shirley Murtha
Bill and Shirlee Neil
Theresa Nodine
Diane Norman
John and Sara D. O’Connell
Thomas and Sarah O’Connor
Tom and Carol O’Dell
Michael O’Neill
Deborah Oswalt
Joan Packer
A. Wright and Anna Maria  
  Palmer
Gordon and Amy Paterson
Christine Penney

John and Shirley Perotti
Ross and Becky Person
Alexandra and Frederick  
  Peters
Lore Pierce
Anne Pierson
Dawn and Tim Pindell
Caryl Pizinger
Jack K. and Lynn M. Plummer
David Pond
Michael and Susan Prior
Hector and Erica Prud’homme
Susan Pulaski
Joe and Michele Quinn
Rosina Rand
Andrea Reese and Adam  
  Strait
Dennis Rich
Joseph Rinaldi
Noemi Rivera
Barbara Robert
John and Lupi Robinson
Toni Robinson and Michael  
  Plouf
Philip and Cynthia Rockwell
Jon Roe
Heather Roseman
Heinz and Ilse Rosskothen
Betsy Russell
Jenny Sale
William and Harriett Sanborn
Christie Sanders
Deb and Chris Sawch
Craig and Pietrina Saxton
Steve and Paula Schimmel
David and Virginia Schneider
Beth and Franz Schober
Charles Schoendorf
Raymond Schoonmaker
Katherine Schoonover
James Scott
Deanna Scozzari-Kilbourn
Sebastian and Barbara  
  Scripps
Robert Sederquist
Peter Sepe
John Setaro
Peter and Barbara Setlow
Cathy Setterlin
Brian Sharlach
Kevin and Catherine Shea
Charles and Carol Shepard
Brian and Jeanne Shirvell
Bridget Shirvell
Irving and Nancy Silverman
Bruce and Pam Simonds
Scott Singer and Mary Jo  
  Romano
Joseph and Angela Sinicrope
Tim and Linda Slate

Tim and Sue Smith
Jon and Cleo Sonneborn
Peter and Sue Sposito
Matthew Staebner
Maura and Thomas Stavovy
Suzanne Ste. Therese and  
  George Wolfe
Keith and Deana Stechschulte
James Stengel and Beverly  
  Bartow
Hillary Stern and Arthur Klein
Robert Stilson
Edward Stodolink
Roberta and Bruce W. Sullivan
Ed Tollman
Molly Turner
Paul Turnrose
James Urbano
Sally and William S. Vaun
Cathy Velenchik
Richard and Cathy Viagrande
Bruce and Kathy Wandelmaier
Michael Watts
Nancy Wawrzynowicz
Lynn and Donna Weaver
James and Nancy Weiss
Richard and Robin Weiss
Woodie and Ellen Weiss
Joseph and Jessica Welsh
Vicky and Don Wetherell
Stanley and Barbara White
Edward and Brooke  
  Whittemore
David and Laura M. Wilk
Rev. Cynthia C. Willauer
Evelyn Williams
Rebecca Williams
Marjorie Wilson
Ann Withey and Robert F.  
  Miller
Steven Word and Beverly  
  Arcaro
Bernard Wright
Kay and Tim Yates
Mike and Karen Young
Penny Young
Scott and Nancy Zahner
Alexandra Zaparolli
William Zenko and Kathleen  
  Ryan
Howard and Linda Zonana
F. Anthony and Sally Avea  
  Zunino

Companies &  
Sponsors
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
AmazonSmile
Bank of America Matching  
  Gifts
Bethlehem Grange #121

Blackmer Farm
Blue Cross Blue Shield of  
  North Carolina
Castle Hill Farm
Cherry Brook Garden Club
Cheshire Grange #23, P of H
Cornwall Conservation  
  Trust, Inc.
Fair Street Crafts
Fairfield Garden Club
Farm Credit East
Fiddleheads Food  
  Cooperative
Futtner’s Family Farm
Gilbertie’s Herb Gardens Inc.
Greens Farms Garden Club
Harney & Sons Fine Tea
Hemlock Grange #182 P of H
Jones Family Farms, LLC
Lyme Grange #147
Network for Good
Pitney Bowes
Stafford Grange #1
The Garlic Farm
The Vanilla Bean Cafe, Inc.
Travelers Community  
  Connections
U. S. Trust, Bank of America  
  Private Wealth Mgmt.
United Health Group
Winchester Grange #74

Easement Donors 
Paul and Florence Wilbur
Dan, Terry, and Kristen  
  Digiulio

We apologize for any 
omissions or mistakes.
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2018 Protected Farm Highlights

3. Digiulio Farm, Coventry
Land: 24.84 Acres

A family of conservationists, the Digiulios always knew they wanted to see 
their land preserved. That’s why Dan, Theresa, and their daughter Kristin 
came together to donate a conservation easement on their land to CFT. With 
nearly 100 percent prime farmland soils, a historic farmhouse and barn, and 
a long history of active agricultural operations, the land is more than just 
hayfields: it’s a resource for future generations of farmers.
“There is something in our blood. We just see that open land is important,” 
says Dan Digiulio. “Land preservation is good for the environment.”

2. Calabrese Farm, Watertown
Land: 38.191 Acres

Partners:  Connecticut Department of Agriculture, USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 

A network of preserved farmland is forming in Watertown. When the Calabrese 
family decided to conserve their family’s land, they contributed to a 100+ acre 
block of preserved farmland, helping to preserve the rural landscape and 
support the future of agriculture in the area. 
Hay and corn grow in the fields and the land is leased by Logue Farms, a 
high-profile dairy farm in Woodbury. The farm has been in the Calabrese family 
since the 1920s.

1. Butler Farm, New Hartford
Land: 85.5 Acres

Partners:  Connecticut Department of Agriculture, Town of New Hartford, New 
Hartford Land Trust 

Butler Farm lies on a triangular slice of land nestled between the east and 
west branches of the Farmington River. Tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, 
squash, eggplants, sweet corn, cabbage, and other vegetables thrive in the 
fields thanks to the excellent floodplain soils. The vegetables are grown and 
sold by the well-known Gresczyk Farms of New Hartford.
CFT partnered with the Department of Agriculture, the New Hartford Land 
Trust, and the Town of New Hartford to preserve the fields along with the 
farmhouse. At the same time, the Butler family worked with the Town of New 
Hartford to preserve an 8.1-acre public trail beside the farm that will provide 
riverfront access for hiking and fishing along the scenic Farmington River.

Continued on page  6
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4. Leone Farm, Lebanon
Land: 64.0 Acres

Partners: USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Town of Lebanon

Four far-flung siblings came together to conserve the farm that had been in 
their family since the 1960s. “We had a family meeting around the table fifty 
years ago, while my father was alive, and he made it clear that he wanted to 
preserve the farm,” said Bob Leone. “My father would be happy right now.”
The land is currently leased to Square A Farm, a dairy in Lebanon. For now, 
the Leones want to continue to rent the fields while they also improve the 
fields for additional crop use. In the long term, they want to sell the farm to 
the “right” farmer – and if they do sell, they can rest assured that the land will 
remain as a farm forever.

2018 Protected Farm Highlights Continued

Board of Directors 
Dawn C. Adiletta, President, Woodstock
Lisa Bassani, Vice-President, New Haven 
Charlotte Hansen, CPA, Treasurer,  
Stafford Springs
John J. Kriz, Secretary, New Canaan

Chris Casiello, Litchfield
Robin Chesmer, Lebanon
Dr. Michael A. Fotos, III, West Hartford
Paul M. Geraghty, Esq., New London

Gordon F. Gibson, Vernon
John C. Haller, CPA, Granby
Jiff Martin, Mansfield
Nicholas J. Moore, Sharon
Michael P. O’Neill, Ph. D., Coventry
Joan Nichols, Franklin 
Toni Robinson, Esq., Essex
Dr. James Shepherd, Sharon
Tim Slate, Lebanon
Keith Stechschulte, Windsor

Staff
Elisabeth Moore, Executive Director
Sandy Allen, Accountant
Kathleen Doherty, Conservation Coordinator
Brianna Dunlap, Development and 
Communications Coordinator
Kip Kolesinskas, Consulting Conservation 
Scientist
Lily Orr, Conservation Associate

5. Wilbur Farm, Woodstock
Land: 47.5 Acres

CFT worked with the Wilbur family to preserve their land, which boasts farm 
fields that are 100 percent prime and statewide important farmland soils. The 
farm was once a small-scale chicken and dairy farm and later became a beef 
and hay farm. It has been a haying operation for the last eight years.
When the Wilburs donated their conservation easement, they specifically 
chose CFT because it supports smaller farms. “Other groups are looking for 
200- to 400-acre parcels and smaller farms sort of fall in the hole where there 
isn’t much support for preservation,” Paul Wilbur said. “CFT fits that niche and 
is willing to work with smaller farms.”
“We busted our humps to put this place back together, build a barn, clear 
pastures and get things cleaned up,” Paul Wilbur said. “I don’t want to see it 
go to house lots after all that effort.”


